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Eugene Willging 
Book the Month Club---November Selection 


White, Theodore and Jacoby, Annalee. Thunder 
Out China. Sloane. Oct. 24, 1946. 331p. $3.00. 


Thunder Out China Theodore White and Anna- 
lee Jacoby, may very well the advanced rumblings 
our own land our people read for the first 
time since the world shaking “China Incident” occurred 
nine years ago, the whole story, unvarnished the exag- 
propagandists, minimized those who 
feared have the truth known the world. Censor- 
ship, both necessary and arbitrary, has curbed the eager- 
ness these reporters all through the war years, and now 
last, the story that has been building within them 
for long bursts forth passionate storm hard hit- 
ting words that cannot fail make deep impression 
their readers, and perhaps carry them off the same tide 
sympathy for the unhappy Chinese people that has 
completely enveloped them. Mr. White and Mrs. Jacoby 
are reporters, both were attached the Time’s Chungking 
ofice during the war. The story they tell one which 
they saw with their own eyes, and they tell with all the 
fre and enthusiasm newsmen who feel that they have 
smething that the people should know. They tell 
fairly and impartially, taking great pains present all the 
angles the complex pattern that makes the picture 
present day China. 


This gripping tale that takes the reader through many 
phases Chinese life and introduces him the mysteries 
the political, social and military order the country. 
begins with vivid description torrid and teeming 
Chungking, the war-time capital, whose only non-military 
Virtue lay the fact that blanket fog hid from the 
eyes enemy planes for good part the year. 


Here the government moved 1939 riding wave 
popular support never before since reached; the 
millions Chinese the city symbolized their unconquer- 
able will resist the invading enemy, and stood 
monument the courage and fortitude people who 
wouldn’t quit even though they were opposing modern 
army with their bare hands. 


There follows series chapters dealing with the life 
and sorrows the Chinese peasant, deluded the gov- 
ernment had fought establish after the overthrow 
the Manchu Empire 1911, only find that had 
put himself more than ever into the power the land- 
lord, the loan-shark and the merchant. feels that 
lives now “In the only country the world where people 
eat less, live more bitterly, and are clothed worse than 
they were 500 years ago”. 


From this point the book dips directly into the war, bring- 
ing into sharp and critical focus the comparative activities 
the government and the Communist forces the 
struggle stem the tide the Japanese advance. There 
are brilliant descriptions transportationless country 
attempting move its heavy industries over thousands 
miles the backs coolies: gruesome accounts the 
brutality the Japanese soldiery the villages along the 
line march; sickening account the venal activities 
those who profitted the “Stalemate” period between 
1939 and 1941 amass great wealth trading across the 
enemy lines. 

Two chapters deserve special mention since they describe 
scenes which have never been fully brought the atten- 
tion the American people: “Doomed men; the Chinese 
army”, depicts the pitiful conditions the average soldier. 
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The people have saying: “Good steel not used make 
nails: Good men are not used make this 
chapter explains why. Forced into the ranks the point 
gun; treated like animal his officers; underfed 
the point starvation; forced march great distances 
that leave wake wasted corpses along the road, and 
finally thrown into battle with hope medical care 
the event being wounded. The authors say: “His 
greatest victory was staying alive and outlasting the 
disintegration about 


The other deals with the Honan Famine, called one 
the greatest history. Mr. White visited the Province 
check the reports that were seeping into the Capital, 
and tells the horrible scenes which make nightmare 
this portion the book. 


There are bright and persona! descriptions many the 
men, both Chinese and American, who were the spot- 
light during the war China: Stilwell, Hur 
Soong, Ch’en li-fu, Mao tse-tung, Kung—all 
them accurate, and some them cut with very sharp 
tool, but they give illuminating background which helps 
the reader understand the many clashes personality 
which were commonplace during the war. 


Thunder Out China bitter attack against the 
Kuomintang, China’s only political party, and its leader, 
Chiang Kai-shek. Long acquaintance with the country 
and its people have given the authors great admiration 
for both and burning desire help them. Almost every 
page indictment the government for overlooking 
the needs the people favor their own 
has lost the affection the people, they claim, and pres- 
sures are building within them which, not relieved 
practical application the wise and humane laws 
which are already the statute books the Republic, 
will result either bloody revolution, the forced ac- 
ceptance the people the only independent agency 
the country which can stand for them against the gov- 
ernment, the Communists. 


au 


The authors criticize the policy the United States 
China shortsighted and stubborn supporting govern- 
ment which the people find intolerable and unjust, and 
they claim that our actions are driving the nation, un- 
willingly enough, into the arms the Communists and 
Russia; that are helping one individual, Chiang Kai- 
shek, while alienate whole people. 

They offer solution the problem: The encouragement 
multi-party government China that will represent 
all the people and the vehicle for the change much 
needed satisfy American intervention must cease, 
and American troops must withdrawn from the coun- 
try. But before this can done must come 
understanding with Russia, either direct negotiation 
conference which will include both the Kuomintang 
and the The big question course, the 
Russians; will they stand clear pull out China, 
will they step take the intervention the one 
side leave off the other? 


Readers who see everything through will 
understand this book complete proof their thesis, 
and that only Communism can save China. Others who 
read with clearer eye will see that the main point 
issue not the question Kuomintang Communism 


for the Chinese people, but what done make 


White Marquand Carlson 


the government which accepted the vast 
the people, much for them they 
America holds the key the answer the help 
giving Chiang Kai-shek. Without our help and 
would very bad situation. can put 
his government correct the abuses that are 
the people the wall despair, and thus win for 
better life, and for ourselves the eternal gratitude 
people who want live peace. 

Rev. James Smith, 

Maryknoll, New York 


Literary Guild---November Selection 


439p. $2.75. 


Mr. Marquand now permanent member the 
social satirists, taking his particular target area th: 
upper fringes modern society. Less biting than 
Lewis, still the Lewis category for his satire 
equally negative and equally without effect 
Critics who have already reviewed the latest 
opusculum point out that should relish him for 
style, thus implicitly admitting that one would not 
for content. that dictum agree. 


This story Polly Brett, daughter the self-made 
dustrialist Burton Fulton, Henry Kaiser-like type, the 
spoiled girl who had manage things. 
always lavish with money and adroit handling person 
developed unconscious irritation with the individual 
istic Bob Tasmin who showed the quality being able 
make his own mind. Helpless, professorial Tom 
ran across Polly’s path speakeasy; ergo, Polly found: 
person the opposite sex whom she could direct. 
put aside; she marries Tom but finds that she 
hold him. becomes Washington New Dealer, 
dently the more ineffectual type, and 
seeks marital new deal succumbing his more 
standing secretary. Polly sees the new liaison the 
modern way, willing leave Tom his new love, 
also anxious renew acquaintance with her forme 
lover. This happens, deus machina fashion, 
does not result the expected happy ending. 


Nov, 


F.’s Daughter logical and chronological successor 
Little Time. style similar. There are peopl 
who enjoy these mild satires and presentations the los 
loves the classes. that leisured class 
adult entrust this work. 


* 
Carlson, John Roy. The Plotters. 
15, 1946. 408p. $3.50. 


Back July, 1943, John Roy Carlson pen-name) 
lished his first book, Under described 
experiences investigating—under the guise 
strongly pro-fascist Italo-American—certail 
groups which seemed him actual potential 
American Democracy. 

Under Cover aroused considerable controversy and 
for criticisms ranging all the way from 
Sellers, August 15, 1943), gave verdict which 
adhere: 
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“Under Cover not easy evaluate. The author gives 
names, dates and places, and quotes directly from con- 
with all sorts persons. illustrates his 
with facsimiles letters, pamphlets, articles and 
membership cards, bear out some his statements. 
view all this, the present reviewer inclined 
Mr. Carlson truthful witness regarding what 
personally heard and saw. His deductions and assump- 
are something else again.” 


Now, something over three years later, Mr. Carlson gives 
us, The Plotters, the results his post-war espionage 
various persons and organizations which, appears 
him, are making special efforts enroll war veterans 
their ranks for un-American purposes. 


this attempted study from inside, used number 
assumed names. Sometimes was “Robert Thomp- 
sometimes “Mrs. Roberta Thompson”; some- 
times “Mrs. Patricia and on. got 
with “ultra-Nationalist” groups; with anti-Jewish, 
anti-Catholic organizations; and with op- 
ponents trades unionism. And, whereas Under 
Cover gave one page Communism, devotes two 
chapters The Plotters’ fifteen Communistic activities. 


The most valuable parts the book are chapter 15, 
“What Can for Democracy”, which the value 
personal good example common toleration and good- 
will stressed; and pages 228-30, wherein set forth 
some detail rational plan for combatting Communism— 
not bellowing against from platforms, but fighting 
the social and economic abuses which furnish its advo- 
cates with their most persuasive arguments. 

The Plotters contains much truth and gives salutary 
warning against extremists all sorts. Its author seems 
honest man who anxious render fair and truth- 
ful account his researches. But think his zeal carries 
him too far his (at least implied) judgments some 
the persons and groups mentions. with Under 
Cover, would accept The Plotters’ evidence, while taking 
its deductions and implications with something 
more than the traditional grain salt. 


From the moral standpoint, The Plotters unobjection- 
able, but only adults will find interesting. 
Winston, 


Richmond, Virginia 


Shepard, Odell and Shepard, William. Holdfast 
Macmillan. Nov. 12, 1946. 647p. $3.00. 


panoramic novel which ranges the length and 
post-Revolutionary America, the Shepards, 
and son, have collaborated produce picture 
westward migration and the struggle with British and 
Indians which finally resulted control the Mississippi, 
and thereby the Continent, the War 
too time, the novel begins New London, 
Connecticut, during 1870 and ends the Mississippi 
after the conclusion the War 1812. be- 
tween those years and places the authors carry across 
America with miscellany characters and events. 
Holdfast Gaines the central character, phenomenally 
wise, strong and swift chief the Connecticut Mohegan 
Indians, dying tribe. From his uncle, Samson Occum, 
who had gathered the funds with which establish Dart- 
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mouth, and from Nathan Hale Holdfast has absorbed the 
wisdom Indians and whites. strong character 
and wise mind has combined the best both cul- 
tures and has emerged with clear vision and divided 
loyalty which brings grief and sadness his later life. 
loved Rebecca Chester, daughter his foster-father, 
but, knowing that such union would unfortunate, 
put all thoughts wife, family and home from his mind 
and, under the influence his uncle, dedicated himself 
the restoration the pristine Indian character and the 
healing the breach between red and white. 


His tribe depleted Arnold’s massacre Fort Griswold, 
Holdfast roams the length and breadth Indian country 
and under his Indian name, Sleeping Bear, gains the trust 
the Indians and tremendous influence among them. 
After some years missionary activity (not Christian) 
went with young Andrew Jackson “Western 
Waters”, the region drained the Tennessee and Cum- 
berland Rivers. There colonization developed un- 
covered evidences gigantic plot, engineered char- 
acter known “The Knife”, whereby the British hoped 
win control the Mississippi and thereby secure re- 
turn their seaboard colonies. The perpetrators this 
plot (and they went back the British foreign office) 
hoped use the Indians against the whites and were 
constantly inciting Indian raids and atrocities. For years 
Holdfast struggled against “The Knife” blocking some 
his plans but never quite succeeding stopping his activi- 
ties even learning his identity. several occasions 
his struggle was unsuccessful the Creek Rebellion, 
crushed Jackson, and the massacre Fort Mims. 

With the Western Territory gradually strengthening under 
Jackson’s leadership Holdfast returns Connecticut for 
visit. There enlists with Sam Reid, Rebecca’s son, 
the only gunner who can handle “Long forty- 
two pounder aboard Reid’s privateer. action the 
harbor Fayal Reid’s ship delays British squadron 
its way New Orleans and Reid learns the British 
plans for invasion. Holdfast carries the news Jackson 
Mobile and then epic five day, six hundred mile 
run Nashville from whence reinforcements are started 
toward New Orleans. Then follows the historic battle 
and final defeat British plans. Saddened the havoc 
wrought among his people, Sleeping Bear, final at- 
tempt regeneration, leads them across the Mississippi 
and into their sacred west with the “Beloved Woman” 
the Creeks his companion, the story ends. 


The Shepards have evolved host other characters 
with whom Holdfast moves through the succession 
historical events. Jackson, Lafitte, Tecumseh, Wilkinson 
are the historical personages; Russ Bean and Jake McNab 
trader and settler; John Chester and Parson Blandison, 
called the Indians “The Hair”, for color. The sweep 
the novel wide but swift and the picture events 
its presents general one with detail confined specific 
incidents and the reader trusted for quite bit the 
historical knowledge. The story fairly well paced, real 
and exciting; the characters fairly well interpreted; the 
historical picture interestingly clarified. Objectionable 
features include occasional profanity, suggestiveness 
even more the part lusty Russ Bean, queer blend 
Christian religion and Indian paganism Holdfast 
who sees the universe struggle between the two prin- 
ciples good and evil which man fated partici- 
pate, revenge, and the utilization the misconception 


| 
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that the Indians were strictly noble characters until the 
white man debased them. entertainment reading 
however the book seems suitable for adults. 


Thieves the Night. Chronicle 
29, 1946. 357p. 


Koestler, Arthur. 
experiment. Macmillan. Oct. 
$2.75. 

Zionism ranks today with Francoist Falangism one 
the thorniest problems facing the United Nations. Since 
the Balfour declaration (Nov. 1917) the Jews have striven 
mightily make Palestine their national home while with 
equal vigor the Arabs, backed the Arab League and 
the Moslems, have wrestled with them. The British, who 
exercise the mandate over Palestine, have been uneasy 
administrators and busy policemen. 


For novelist either aspect impartial treatment 
the problem offers inviting theme. Arthur Koestler 
has chosen present case largely sympathetic toward 
Zionism. the hub his tale uses the development 
the settlement called Ezra’s Tower, Commune 
1,500 acres bought with the greatest difficulty over two 
year period ‘the Zionist National Fund. The settlers 
had been trained for five years; technique settlement, 
involving armed defense, had been elaborated. From the 
opening the settlement, with its initial successful resist- 
ance Arab onslaught, are shown the details 
that planning. The Jewish settlements, like Ezra’s Tower, 
Were experiments rural communism. The settlers 
“shared averything—earnings, food, clothes, the Arab mud 
huts which were their first living quarters, the mosquitoes 
and bugs, the night-watches against Bedouins and robbers, 
malaria, typhoid and sand-fly fever; everything except 
their beds, for, true romantic tradition, they lived for 
number years self-imposed chastity” (p. 17). 


The last phrase, however, cannot taken literally for 
find later that contraceptives are included the standard 
weekly allowance, that Joseph, the philosophical young 
cobbler and protagonist, takes Ellen “out into the fields” 
(p. 104) and only agrees marry her when threatened 
with expulsion from the community. Companionate mar- 
riage and centralized child-care are accepted practices. 
most respects the organization that Communism 
small scale, the exception being that its atheism amor- 
ality passive rather than active. Half the book de- 
scribes carefully the growth the Commune Ezra’s 
Tower. 
The latter part brings the Commune, through the act ivi- 
ties Joseph, into relationship with the Arab and English 
modes thought and action. The trial and conviction 
Jewish immigrant, who had entered the country illegally, 
and the death his beloved Dina, whom Joseph could 
not marry because ill-treatment the Nazis had rendered 
her incapable meeting advances from the opposite sex, 
combined foster Joseph acceptance the argu- 
ment that the use terroristic methods against the British 
and the Arabs was feasible and acceptable method 
reprisal Palestine. win favor abroad Joseph was 
chosen for publicity work. the story’s end, success 
home symbolized through the establishment new 
Commune, branching out from the original settlement 
Ezra’s Tower. 
Mr. Koestler has written novel striking power even 
though may feel that has givén Zionism the better 
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argument. His emphasis economic progress and jp, 
provements such things fertility the soil and 
practices, all due Jewish settlement. Occasionally 
does not hesitate condemn when points out 
relatively poor planning the Jewish city Tel 
His stylistic technique that detailed realism, often 
such extent, when describing Arabian bridal nigh 
customs (p. 133) that could not recommend the 
the immature. His constant scorn for marriage th: 
Christian moral manner e.g., pp. 99, 133, 347, his 
ring remarks Jesuitical casuistry (pp 173, 174, 175 
and his advocacy terroristic methods make the 
suitable only for the mature adult reader. 


Molloy, Robert. Macmillan. 
1946. 293p. 
Uneasy Spring Robert Molloy’s second novel, 
Pride’s Way. Mr. Molloy was many things—ushe 
salesman, bank clerk—before became reviewer 
editor 1931, and novelist 1945. knows 
put novel together. The setting this New 
the atom bomb summer 1945. 

Edward Stafford, printing salesman, 46, became 
widower six months ago. feels himself very 
the sole parent his daughter, 15, and son, 11. 
more than that, feels life slipping away—with 
runs, errors. (His two lapses into adultery 
his marriage are merely mentioned something 
sequential.) begins look for housekeeper 
mother, and instead becomes infatuated with France 
Waterman, attractive, 28, girl perpetually wavering 
tween marriage and singing career. They not tal 
marriage. uses all his ingenuity and tact 
her and, after but few dates, succeeds. the 
while relative insists his meeting Mary Oliver, 
attractive widow his own age. his surprise, 
chagrin, rather likes her—and his children adore 
and Frances spend more and more sinful evenings 
gether. When Frances learns about Mary Oliver, they 
quarrel. The next day calls her again and now 
wants her they plan tog 
married after their vacation different she home, 
summer camp. There the strain the 
month catches with him; has 
Returning New York, persuades Mary Oliver take 
care the apartment and him during the rest the 
vacation. She great comfort—and proper. 


Uneasy Spring. 


But when Frances returns, they rush her apartment 
make for the three weeks lost. She described 
has the children meet Frances—they dislike 
her, simply because they prefer Mary Oliver. 


realizes that she could never make the 
and breaks off the engagement. too sees that ought 
marry Mary Oliver and not young girl like Frances 
accepts her breaking off, merely asking she regretted 
their past intimacy. She answers, “No, don’t 
perienced than you thought” (p. 284). then 
Mary, accepted gratefully. has wil 
fling, and finally gets the good right wife too! 
The story interesting enough. real 
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Stafford once wanted writer. The language not 
coarse—and not really sexy. 


precisely the sort fearfully immoral book which 
great many even refined readers into thinking 
moral. ostensible problem, whether marry for 
romance for comfort and adequacy, when one 
widower, solved properly. 


But the book nevertheless propaganda for fornication. 
Courtship without sexual intercourse described old- 
Frances, far from being represented cheap 
tramp, pictured charming girl who rather 
heroic giving Stafford when she feels inadequate for 
the children. Stafford, who was twice adulterous during 
his “perfect” marriage, and who tried seduce Frances 
from the very first date—with never honorable inten- 
tion, finaliy driven propose only through jealousy—is 
represented throughout kindly, wholesome and decent 
individual. That how the reader made feel. Novels 
which treat fornication something casual, something not 
evil are abomination—and should judged 
This novel may not specifically hurt every 
but should condemned and avoided everybody. 


Catholic Book Club---September Selection 


Brunini, Whereon Stand. Harper. Sept. 
25,1946. xii, 302p. $3.50. 


The name John Brunini has become familiar students 
literature poet and editor Spirit, magazine 
poetry. But Whereon Stand has not only writ- 
ten prose but has even ventured into the field the- 
ology that usually reserved members the clergy. 
was inspired make this study Catholic beliefs 
and practices the statement American army of- 
fcer that the classical work English this subject— 
Cardinal Gibbons’ Faith Our Fathers—was inadequate 
meet the modern challenge non-Catholics the 


Church. 


The author arranges the subject matter chapters 
and general follows the method exposition that 
has become traditional the textbooks dogmatic the- 
ology. Thus the opening pages discusses the role 
faith and reason the acceptance supernatural 
offers proofs for the existence God, describes 
His attributes, and gives the Biblical account the crea- 
tion the world. After pointing out the disastrous con- 
sequences Adam’s sin for the human race naturally 
passes the divine economy salvation: the Incar- 
nation the Son God, His death cross, and the 
Church continue the work Re- 
demption until the end time. 


The second and major portion the book concerned 
with the Roman Catholic Church which, the author 
proves, identical with the Church Christ. first 
from Sacred Scripture and reason the need and 
extent infallibility doctrinal matters, and then ex- 
plains the new and supernatural life grace which 
man has been elevated the merits the Saviour. The 
next step logically consider detail each the seven 
sacraments, which are the divinely-appointed channels 
There follows chapter that summarizes the teach- 
ing the theologians what allowed and forbidden 
the ten commandments. The remaining pages are 


concerned with the reason for venerating the Blessed 
Virgin Mary and the saints, the relations between the 
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Church and the State, the ceremonies the Mass, and 
the organization and government the Church. his 
last chapter stresses the fact that the scandals the 
Church not militate against her divinity. 


There unfortunately bibliography, that could used 
for further reference, but the author gives very con- 
venient and thorough Index. 


Mr. Brunini makes pretense giving scientific 
exhaustive presentation Catholic theology. His only 
aim explain the principal teachings and practices 
the Church with particular emphasis upon those that are 
most frequently misunderstood and misrepresented. And 
this has succeeded admirably. has evidently 
gone great pains insure accuracy doctrine; more- 
over, Cardinal Spellman remarks the Introduction, 
writes “intelligently and intelligibly”. 

One feature this work especially praiseworthy and 
will have special appeal for earnest seekers after the 
truth. The author never indulges any polemics 
vituperation other religions their founders. con- 
tents himself with simply stating the Catholic doctrine, 
showing its conformity Sacred Scripture and right 
reason. His book therefore recommended con- 
vert classes and Catholic study-clubs splendid 
method apologetics. 


his recent radio address the Cathechetical Congress 
Boston Pope Pius XII, emphasizing the need religious 
instruction even for Catholics, declared “Priests will not 
suffice for the work; the Sisters will not suffice. The 
laity must lend their valiant co-operation”. Mr. Brunini 
has anticipated the command the Vicar Christ. His 
example should inspire lay Catholics the United States 
make deeper study and have greater appprecia- 
tion for the precious heritage that the Son God has 


bequeathed His Church. 


Rich, Louise Dickinson. Happy the Land. 
cott. Nov. 1946. 259p. $3.00. 


This constitutes the enthusiastic reminiscences woman 
who happy amid the lakes, forests and mountains 
Maine. rambles reminiscences should, but central 
thread ties everything together, the thread love for 
happy land. 


Many little things and one big thing make life the 
woods worthwhile for Mrs. Rich. The little things are 
too many recount here, but the big thing, Mrs. Rich 
expresses it, is, “This country, home”. 


Here this country have found the circumstances 
and conditions that will make woman any- 
thing will. Here have feet the solid earth, 
literally, and that good; for seems that the 
earth the only permanence can know. spite 
war and pestilence and destruction the earth 
remains unchanged. The earth can depended 
upon, and unless you take your stance upon certainty, 
how can the structure your life anything but 
precarious, house built upon sand. 


There some solid thinking here. For example: “Every 
individual must find the proper ground which work 
out his own salvation. The important thing find 
the place which you can the best person you are 
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capable being, which you can develop your potenti- 
alities most nearly the have found 
place.” 


Happy the Land entertaining and witty and, think, 
know exists. But would not have suffered for the dele- 
tion profanity the mouths some its characters. 
Clarence Enzler, Ph.D., 
Bethesda, Maryland 


Halsey, Margaret. Color Blind. 
1946. 166p. $2.50. 


Though not indicated formal division, there are three 
parts this book: (1) The case against racial segregation, 
set forth actual concrete example—the author’s ex- 
New York wartime canteen where Negro servicemen re- 
ceived exactly the same entertainment and courtesies 
were given their white fellow soldiers and sailors. 


Simon. Oct. 


(2) reasoned exposition of, and argument against, what 
the author considers the bases race-prejudice. 


(3) Advice what white persons good will can do, 
individually and collectively, improve relations between 
colored and white Americans. 


Mrs. Halsey’s summing what she observed during 
her canteen service interesting. She found the be- 
havior (good and bad) the Negro servicemen 
about level with that the white—if there was 
shade difference was favor the Negroes. The 
white hostesses, she tells us, met with affronts from 
their colored guests, but some the colored hostesses 
occasionally received insulting advances 
visitors. 

the reactions the servicemen the canteen’s non- 
discrimination policy, some the whites objected voci- 
ferously, others showed tacit disapproval, most seemed 
indifferent; while the Negroes appeared most appreciate 
the fact that they were treated ordinary human beings, 
better and worse than anybody else. 


Mrs. Halsey gives considerable space the sex aspects 
race relationships the United States, particularly the 
bogy racial intermarriage, which, she holds, problem 
for rather remote future, while economic justice and 
social courtesy are problems The author’s plain 
speaking this topic may shock some readers, but the 
present reviewer inclined think question that 
needs outspoken treatment. 


The suggestions offered Mrs. Halsey white contribu- 
tions better interracial understanding and co-operation 
are, the main, moderate and possible. And her “mem- 
orandum” her white canteen hostesses (pp. 53-59) 
admirable statement the case for interracial non- 
discrimination. 

One the chief defects Color Blind the author’s 
apparent assumption that sexual morality only 
product environment, and that its sole effective sanction 
contemporary opinion and custom. This is, practice, 
too often true, but not universally, inevitably, de- 
sirably so. The other shortcoming the almost total lack 
appeal religious motives for interracial justice and 
charity. However, since even Catholics are slow 


Halsey Timasheff 


Best 


realize the bearing racial problems the 
human oneness children God called 
Christ, can hardly over-severe others for th: 
same fault. 
Color Blind’s merits, fact, outweigh its 
that can recommended all adult 
though apt enrage good few them. 
Winston, 
Richmond, Virginia 


Timasheff, Three Worlds. 
1946. 255p. $3.00. 


Wendell Willkie hoped for One World; William 
reluctantly admitted Two Worlds; now 
studies Three Worlds. all somewhat confusing 
not alarmed; still the world that God created 
matter how men may choose divide it. 


Bruce. 


Oct. 


Timasheff’s Three Worlds are Communist, Fascist 
Liberal society. Because the author native 
who fortunately survived the Communist Revolution 
because profession recognized and well-informed 
sociologist, able write authoritatively both 
theory and the actuality Communism. For those 
seek know why the Bolsheviks were able overthrow 
the democratic Kerensky Government and thereby found 
the Soviet Union, his chapter “Communist Society” wil 
highly informative. his contention that the Com 
munist Revolution took place Russia historical 
dent, not necessity, and that such historical accidents 
may again occur elsewhere. 


Fascism word easy use but difficult define. 
one agrees that Germany under Hitler and Italy under 
Mussolini were Fascist. But what the real essence 
Fascism? chapter “Fascist Society” presents 
scholarly analysis this twentieth century political phe 
nomenon. There you will find one the 
Fascism the rule dictator. “Why then 
people give powers The desire order 
prevail over the desire for anything else; this often 
after turbulent periods” (p. 105). This practical 
remember when consider the disorder which now 
reigns Europe. may have rid the world Hitle 
and Mussolini only set the stage for some other 
Communist dictator—that is, America forgets 
democratic obligations Christian Europe. may come 
surprise for many Catholics learn that 
classes both Spain and Portugal Fascist nations, though 
not the same extent Germany and Italy. 


Under the impact Communism and Fascism, Liberal 
society has been process transformation. Whether 
like not, the Liberal society the twenties 
longer exists. prove this fact studies the 
and economic situation England, France, Belgium, 
Czechoslovakia, the Scandinavian countries the 
United States during the late thirties. Some his ideas 
you may find challenging—i.e., the cartel system 
ganized England tool for democracy (p. 116), 
Americans chose the right man for the right job 1932 
(p. 125), the Popular Front reforms France 
late and, applied, appeared the 
variety” (p. 138), the liquor monopoly Sweden 
lar with the people and has been means promoting 
temperance (p. 149). 
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Three Worlds actually are competition for One World. 
While true that Fascism has suffered temporary 
due the recent Axis defeat, highly probable 
that Liberal society fails solve the problems con- 
it, Liberal society will become Fascist long before 
ever turns Communist. 


What are the problems which threaten Liberal society? 
The greatest these the problem full employment. 
this issue Liberal society will ultimately stand fall, 
and Timasheff’s opinion that full employment 
Liberal society can attained only planned economy. 
The planned economy which endorses the vocational 
system the social encyclicals, and insists that 
this solution not Fascism. Studying his recommenda- 
for the current situation, the reader will again 
admire the magnificent vision papal social 
leadership the last fifty years. War another evil 
which menaces Liberal society; and the solution for this 
evil will found not international co-operation alone 
but principally moral revolution that will overthrow 
materialism and will restore true spiritual and cultural 
values. 

There only one objection this book. Occasionally 
the author’s style marred too much sociological 
Such language may perfectly proper pro- 
journals, but why should the average reader 
asked wade through sentence like this? “For that 
purpose, the amount differentiation among the highest 
social and cultural activities and the social order culture 
and diffusion seem good instances” 


(p. 161). 


Ours not hopeless world unless Liberal society 
Communism’s challenge refuses modernize its 
program. constructive principles Liberal society 
doomed; repudiation Communism will not suffice. 
the great merit Timasheff’s Three Worlds that 
simulates our thinking about the post-war world the 
right direction constructive action. 
Harry Koenig, 


Mundelein, 


Welles, Sumner. Where Are Heading? Harper. 
Oct. 1946. 397p. $3.00. 


This volume former Under-Secretary State 
detailed accusation men and motives the world over. 
refreshing its frankness, but the litany foreign 
policy failures and missed American opportunities gen- 
erates pessimism. Comparisons are always odious, Mr. 
Welles’ theme being exception. The President, Secre- 
tary State and our statesmen home and abroad re- 
ceive frequent uncomplimentary mention, the author 
looks the days Roosevelt—and Welles!—and sighs 
not. the course this lament for Ameri- 
can diplomatic incompetence there much truth, but 
even the casual reader must occasionally ask: “Is there 
such break American foreign policy from the Roose- 
velt the Truman Administrations, did the present 
merely bring the policy-baby from the doorstep?” 


Where Are Heading?, however, sincerely recom- 
mended for thoughtful readers well for the general 
public who read the same matter the daily newspapers 
without stopping tie the scattered threads world 
Apart from the initial pages the evolution 


the Atlantic Charter which Mr. Welles participated, 
the matter familiar. the unification and ordering 
these world issues, the crisp analysis American errors 
and the positive suggestions for reform, lies the main 
contribution this work. 


Mr. Welles information and experiences are revealed 
the clear statement issues between the Eastern and 
Western Powers. His scope global; his approach 
preserve the United Nations Organization, 
favors Russia’s demand for the veto power, and while 
would yield the Russian northern boundary desires, 
would adamantly anti-Tito Trieste. Welles’ 
summary the formation the UNO well done; his 
treatment the Paris Peace Conference and the future 
Germany, while harsh personalities and American 
vacillation, contains splendid record the problems 
solved, the boundaries and national minorities’ issues, 
the ambitions the Big Three Europe. 


The chapter entitled: “The Inter-American System 
Jeopardy” is, might expect, especially penetrating, 
showing the incompatibility good-neighborliness and 
the effrontery the past three years. The future 
regionalism and the sensibilities small nations are in- 
volved our relations the south. The contest with 
Argentina described symbol. Chapters the 
Near and Far East, and lengthy diagnosis our foreign 
program complete stimulating provocative narrative. 
Joseph Rock, 
University Scranton 


Papashvily, George and Helen. Yes and Stories. 
Harper. Oct. 23, 1946. 227p. $2.50. 


Readers will remember the delightful diction Georgian- 
born George Papashvily rendered faithfully his 
American wife Anything Can Happen. Along with 
the diction went marvelous sense humor and hap- 
pily naive acceptance America land bounteous 
and unpredictable fortune. Now the author has arranged 
short collection the folktales his native Georgia 
and presented the second offering the Papashvily 
team. The book begins: WAS, THERE WAS, 
AND YET THERE was not, there was once—” meaning 
“that what comes after true and true but then again 
not true”. Each story begins that fashion and while 
some point moral others are simply stories. Some are 
Georgian variations Aesop’s fables wherein animals 
illustrate various points wisdom; others are stories 
legendary heroes and their almost incredible feats; some 
are tales humor and cunning and trickery; others are 
tales magic and wizardry. Most the stories are un- 
objectionable; all are flavored with Orientalism; the col- 
lection whole amusing reading and seems suitable 
for adults. 


O’Neill, Eugene. The Iceman Cometh. Random. 
Oct. 10, 1946. 260p. $2.75. 


After reading the printed version The Iceman Cometh, 
Eugene O’Neill’s first play twelve years, one left 
genuinely puzzled the enthusiasm with which was 
greeted many responsible drama critics. 


the four long acts takes O’Neill tell his story, 
see the inmates Harry Hope’s saloon sit around day 
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after day, sodden with booze, dreaming the tomorrow 
when each plans leave the tavern and face his particular 
nemesis. the opening the play they are gleefully 
awaiting the arrival Hickey, traveling saleman who 
due annual visit. Hickey, appears, 
stand the boys blowout. However, when does 
his friends discover that has renounced the 
bottle, because, says, finally had the guts face 
myself and throw overboard the damned lying pipe dream 
that’d been making miserable—and then all once 
found was peace with myself and didn’t need any 


booze any more”. 


The second and third acts are concerned with the growing 
bitterness the men Hickey nags each them into 
facing his particular reality. One one they leave the 
saloon, only return defeated with the knowledge that 
they will never any better than they are, and that their 
daily resolutions “do tomorrow” were only pipe 
dreams. Now they sink into sullen despair that not 
even alcohol can assuage. 


the last act, however, the men discover that Hickey’s 
own peace not real. They are able comfort them- 
selves with the thought that Hickey was insane all the 
time, and all that has said may disregarded. This 
straw comfort sufficient for most them, enabling 
them reconstruct their little pipe dreams, and, the 
play ends, see them reverting their boozy prattle 
about “tomorrow”. 


That this big, sprawling piece has certain authority 
undeniable, for Eugene O’Neill is, after all, craftsman. 
But what unhappy fate continually leads him choose 
themes which require the insight poet and the reason 
philosopher, one cannot guess. say that O’Neill 
poet say nothing new. Even the undoubted 
excellence much Mourning Becomes Electra The 
Hairy Ape, the writing frequently showed lapses where 
genuine poetic insight was required lift the high 
moments off the ground. However, not revela- 
tion discover that O’Neill not poet, disturbing 
discover that his thinking is, face squarely, sopho- 
moric. The Iceman Cometh riddled with pompous 
pseudo-profundities. Let quote one the more 
articulate characters the play, Larry, who given 
making pronouncements the calibre the following: 
“The material the ideal free society must constructed 
from men themselves, and you can’t build marble 
temple out mixture mud and manure. When 
man’s soul isn’t sow’s ear, will time enough 
dream silk purses.” 


conclusion, the play may said contain almost 
genuine action. The characters, depressing bunch 
drunks, reprobates and tarts you would ever want 
spend evening with, “enliven” the proceedings every 
often snapping each other looking from 
their beers just long enough tell their sad stories. The 
only conflict the play that between unreality, ex- 
emplified the desire the saloonmates hold onto 
their pipe dreams, and reality, typified Hickey. 
However, since discover that Hickey actually nursing 
pipe dream his own, becomes clear that there was 
never any real conflict the first place. This, course, 
adds considerably the already static effect the whole. 
suspect anything else about the play O’Neill’s 


Partridge Kuhn 


conclusion that come face face with reality 


despair utterly. 
Jean Kerr, 


Washington, 


Partridge, Bellamy and Bettmann, Otto. 
Were. McGraw-Hill. Oct. 19, 1946. 184p. 


This book has sub-title, “Family Life 
1850-1900”. Bellamy Partridge, author Country 
provided the text, and Dr. Otto Bettmann, former curator 
rare books the State Art Library Berlin, selected 
300 pictures from total 200,000 considered. The tex 
and the pictures are intended convey clear 
the influences shaping family life during the last 
the nineteenth century the United States. 


Since the nation was preponderantly rural 1850, 
tion devoted “Country Extremely 
ing old prints are reproduced, showing such places and 
events the interior country school, the Thank 
giving Day dinner, the interior country store, and the 
tent the traveling photographer. 


Some rather unusual pictures make more understandable 
the problems the people the home front during the 
Civil War; the opening the far west after the 
War presented well chosen selection pictures 
street life and business receive considerable space; the 
centennial celebration 1876 featured. Space allo 
cated pictures portraying “Private Lives” and 
and Amusements”. Many the pictures have perhaps 
not been reproduced since their original presentation. 
times the text really needed make clear the meaning 


the picture, great has been the change our 


life since 1850. 


Readers all will find the book interesting, 
perhaps its greatest appeal will high school students 
They will find this big and attractive book the picture 
and the text which will enable them visualize and 
understand era that gone American life. The 
book skillful blending information and 
prospective reader. deserves place every 
library. 

Paul Kiniery, 

Loyola University, Chicago 


Kuhn, Anna. Royal Banners Fly. Bruce. 


1946. 176p. $2.00. 


The author states her aim the preface this 
endeavor “to introduce boys and girls eight succes 
ful characters who have contributed the spiritual 
ress the world”. The persons chosen are from 
field: Father Damien, Louis Pasteur, Joyce Kilmer, Knut 
Rockne, Chesterton, Commander John She, 
Father Flanagan, and Pope Pius XII. average 
twenty pages allotted each; there good black 
white sketch each biographical subject; the book 
attractively bound and clearly printed 
Such book deserves place the Catholic library 
grade high school level. 


teacher need reminded that good biography 


high place the reading interests adolescents. 
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the average young student whose reading taste not 
highly cultivated books this nature are boon since 
they lure him into the great commonwealth books 
That may incidental comparison with 
much greater service Miss Kuhn performs. lies the 
type character chosen and the ideals held up. Recent 
have witnessed great increase the number 
lives written for the young, but too often they extol the 
merely spectacular, the passing celebrity who has been 
“success”. They offer stimulation without guidance. 
Their reward sually money fame “happy life”. 
Miss Kuhn’s book fine corrective this for she shows 
widely diverse lives what the core their success was, 
namely, service God one another way. 
Her material expertly handled, giving only the high- 
lights each career interesting story form. The book 
sentimentality since earthly reward not assured 
the invariable result hard work. From this point 
view some these lives are tragedies. Hence the book 
the best sense the word realistic. highly 
for the young reader and will help him form 
sense life values. 


true 
Dom Bruno McAndrew, O.S.B., 
St. Anselm’s Priory, 
Washington, 
Baum, Vicki. Mortgage Life. Doubleday. Sept. 


26,1946. 277p. $2.50. 


Vicki Hotel) Baum has written her fourteenth 
novel about the sophisticated modern world which she 
exotic corner the globe, the author has chosen Man- 
hattan setting for her current effort. time the 


narrates the attempt Bess Poker, ugly, 
thwarted, and ambitious, realize success vicariously 
through elevating stardom beautiful, weak-minded, 
throaty-voiced singer born plain Mary Lynn. 
Miss Baum develops the action series flashbacks 
following shooting Marylynn when the latter 
announces her decision retire. dint perseverance 
ess, with the help insurance legacy, takes her pro- 
Paris, provides her with pseudo-French back- 
and then brings her back New York. press 


The story 


agent’s campaign results opening for Marylynn 
French repertoire and husky voice fail stir the cus- 


mers, but when she startles the patrons telling them 
she has fooled the management and that she was 
born California, her success assured. 


Marylynn, managed Bess Poker, achieves fame, aided 
Lou Jordan’s songs. Although the girl has modicum 
talent, Bess creates legend about her name and suc- 
ceeds making her musical comedy favorite and radio 
Marylynn about marry Alan Huysmans, 
newspaper publisher, when Lou Jordan re- 
from overseas service. Although Bess loves Lou 
she thinks that loves Marylynn and she successfully 
plans marriage between her two friends. The marriage, 
however, unsuccessful and soon terminated. Several 


other equally trivial incidents serve pad out the plot 
until the reader again reaches the point where Bess shoots 


Baum 
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The plot Mortgage Life hangs the thread Mary- 
lynn’s life she battles death darkened hospital 
room. Bess, who has surrendered the police, recalls 
the important incidents which marked Marylynn’s career; 
hospital waiting-room the men Marylynn’s life wait 
for the doctor’s verdict, while the star, hovering the 
fringes consciousness, renews the story her defeats 
and triumphs. Before the last page reached Marylynn 
recovers, forgives Bess, and plans lead the simple life 
she has always wanted. Bess, who has been contemplating 
suicide, suddenly learns that Lou Jordan loves her. For 
want more felicitous expression might call this the 
usual “happy ending”. 


Among the characters this novel Bess Poker and Alan 
Huysmans are most vividly depicted. Marylynn and Lou 
Jordan are shadow-figures against the background 
events. Despite flippant, casual attitude toward mar- 
riage which the average reader will not miss, the reading 
this book probably would not harm adult. However, 
one might note that there are too many good books the 
shelves spend precious time perusing 277 pages 

Gertrude Horgan, 

Incarnate Word College 

Dallas, Texas 
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Vice-Admiral Ross White House Phy- 
Putnam. Oct. 25, 1946. 244p. $3.00. 


From 1932 1945 Ross had one the least 
enviable yet one the most important tasks these 
United States. Ross McIntire was Navy doctor whose 
assignment was the responsibility for the health Frank- 
lin Delano Roosevelt during his terms President the 
United States. was otolaryngologist and first 
blush would seem odd entrust the health polio- 
myelitis victim specialist this type. But must 
remembered that Franklin Roosevelt’s attack polio 
had occurred years before, that had conquered almost 
all the ravages the disease and that all respects, 
other than his brace-supported legs, was healthy and 
well developed physical specimen, whose only weakness 
was susceptibility respiratory infections. Consequently 
the choice was wise one and, other than 
continuing the physical conditioning worked out 
the President, had little with poliomyelitis. 


From the beginning Admiral admits that was 
admirer Franklin Roosevelt and always describes him 
great and good man whose confidante claims 
have been. The major theme his book that the 
President was never impaired, physically mentally, 
other than fatigue induced overwork, during his tenure 
the White House and that his sudden death was due 
solely cerebral hemorrhage” which neither 
could have been prevented nor guarded against. tells 
Roosevelt’s physical condition, the regimes in- 
stituted and the precautions took maintain the 
President good health. The latter co-operated save 
the closing months his life when felt that had 
relates the events the President’s life from 
1932-1945, justifying every action wise decision. All 
this written generalities and little supporting 
evidence adduced. Inside information, promised 


| 
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the jacket blurb, lacking. Only one inside fact—Roose- 
velt’s near-refusal run for third term—is offered. 
chronicle events the book woefully deficient. 
only one respect—as chronicle Roosevelt’s health and 
tribute man who fought nobly against polio- 
myelitis—is worthwhile and for that major thesis one 
can have little quarrel with the author’s competency. 
The book suitable for all. 


* = 


Kane, Harnett New Orleans Woman; Bio- 
graphical Novel Myra Clark Gaines. Doubleday. 
Oct. 24, 1946. 344p. $2.75. 


fictionized account the main figure what has been 
called “the most remarkable case the history the 
American courts”. litigation some sixty-five years, the 
case went the Supreme Court seventeen occasions 
with varying fortunes. Not only did that court reverse 
itself back and forth and back again, but lower courts 
calmly disregarded its pronouncements, and defendants 
calmly refused dispossessed their properties. About 
one-third the real estate the mid-century city New 
Orleans was involved, well planations along the 
Mississippi, totaling all some 30-40 millions dollars 
value. high did the litigation costs and loans mount 
that there is, this author declares, certain knowledge 
how much the heirs finally realized from the estate, 
though two occasions checks for $125,000 and $923,788 
respectively, were paid the plaintiffs. 

Formal accounts giving the history the case are numer- 
ous and lengthy but this author the half-century legal 
battle only vehicle for the dominant and admirable 
personality the central figure. has therefore written 
three-part biographical novel depicting the life and for- 
tunes Myra Clark Gaines three sucessive periods: 
(1) the young wife the Delaware lawyer, William 
Whitney, who has learned the identity her New Or- 
leans father and the fact that she was named his heiress 
will now missing; (2) the wife General Edmund 
Pendleton Gaines, Army, and possible candidate for 
the presidency the United States, who comes her 
aid after Whitney’s death and devotes his energy, his 
rank and his fortune her cause; (3) widow sought 
marriage one her many lawyers but who re- 
luctant inflict him the scandal and embarrassment 
alliance with her might mean. Through this sequence 
runs the multiple struggle prove her mother’s first mar- 
riage invalid, her own birth legitimate, and the one-time 
existence her father’s will. Opposing her are battery 
individuals who have good faith bad come into 
possession her property the years since her father’s 
death and who take full advantage the lethargy early 
Louisiana courts, the chaotic condition judicial records 
and the crippling expense involved prolonged litigation. 
But spite adverse decisions, social ostracism, threats 
against her person and that her family, and actual 
violence, Myra never discouraged give her 
struggle for inheritance which should have made her 
the richest woman the world. Like tightly coiled 
spring, the harder the pressure circumstances, the 
readier and the greater her rebound. Death comes be- 
for the last suit won. 

The author complete sympathy with his main char- 
acter and his selection the biography the 
real Myra Clark Gaines such induce sympathy 


Kane Hope 


and admiration his readers. His plot, however, 
always successful, but sags rather badly toward the enj 
Sometimes very promising dramatic possibilities are ove, 
looked skimped. There is, for example, the 
describes when Mrs. Gaines working her way 
through the Confederate lines Richmond, sleeping 
the woods and guided Negro, only fall into 
hands the Confederates and iust barely escapes 
shot Northern The officer who finally freed 
was remembered her will the amount 
which might indicate that Mrs. Gaines herself th; 
episode was memorable one, not the author. 
however, instead playing the incident, allots jt; 
bare two pages, matter factly told. 


his “Notes and Acknowledgments”, makes 
that has exercised his privilege 
personage place several others”. One misses 
any reference the Reverend John Harmon 
home Myra, her children and grandchildren boarded 
time, payment for which, according Harmon’s grand. 
son his September publication, The Famous Case 
Myra Clark Gaines, was made $10,000 bequest 
lected when her estate was finally settled. One wonder 
too, why small incident her burial, Kane 
tell “she rested beside her father”, when Nolan Harmon 
makes point saying evidence that tomb indicated 
any way that Daniel Clark had ever been buried 


the welter records, literally tons which are said 
exist, not surprising that the author has found 
difficult steer middle course between sheer 
cism and reality, without the same time weakening 
novel. Any biographical novelist finds his imagination 
held check the facts with which must deal, often 
with subsequent loss depth, vitality 
New Orleans Woman, the reader apt blink and 
start when comes upon quoted excerpt from the 
writings her contemporaries referring Mrs. 
and murmur, “The woman really did live, after 
the stretches between the quotations, however, the 
ing rather listening account told from the our 
side rather than that living the midst the exciting 
events themselves, and coming know the 
table and resourceful woman she must have 
is, the reader’s admiration stirred the historic figure 
chiefly, and not much the novelist’s tale. 


Helen Butler, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Hope, Bob. This Peace. Hope Corporation: 
Simon and Schuster, Distributors. Oct. 1946. 
84p. Cloth edition, $2.50. Pamphlet edition, $1.00. 


1 


Everybody least somewhat familiar with the 
Hope brand humor. This book true form. His 
previous book, Never Left Home, billed having sold 
1,620,000 copies. 

general, the gags, patter, and jokes are reference 
things the reconversion stage. Housing, clothes, 
certain foods—the chief shortage conditions the las 
two years—form the background. and by, the author 
harks back more and more his wartime entertainment 


the 
countries 
The basi 
inconven 
hap 
“And 

whether 

all 
got 
food 
and ever" 
us Carry 

His tone 
rather 
could 
wanted 
64). 

ated pler 


get away 


funny. 

achievem 
jokes 
the usua 
gladly ill 
southern 
whether 
Chamber 


The fun 
corny, 
literary 
Glanzma 
page 


reading 


Knopf. 


Ordinary 
Mug, 

Charles 
own 
tuns 

Lincoln’s 


tonian 


4 
4 ror every 
4 
a 
q 
4 


ard the end 
are 
the 
way 
sleeping 
all into 
scapes 
freed 
allots 


nakes 
sses whz 
whos 
boarded for 
Case 
wonder, 
should 
Harmon 
indicated 
are said 
found 
akening his 
magination 
deal, often 
blink and 
from the 
rs. Gaines, 
after 
the feel- 
the out 
exciting 
Asit 
figure 
ler, 
ollege, 


1946. 


ference 
thes, cars, 
last 
author 
rtainment 


15, 1946 
this section some notice taken the ruins, 
the starvation and the looting the presently occupied 
countries. 

The basic theme can said that the war’s being 
such good thing, let’s not quarrel about lingering 
and problems, and spoil what should 
happy thanksgiving. food, for example, says, 
“And got worse While fought over 
not keep OPA-ing, Great Britain and 
Europe worried how they could keep 
got rid food rationing and they prayed for some 
ration. They carried spite big shortages, 
and every small shortage came against really made 
carry on” (p. 31). 


His tone toward the Germans and Japanese neutral 
than vindictive. the ruins Berlin, writes, 
couldn’t glad. And yet couldn’t sorry. 
wanted human, forgive and forget. And yet...” 
looting writes, “We heard lot talk 
how bad Russian looting was. But our boys liber- 
plenty merchandise too”, and then passes off the 
implied criticism with joke himself about trying 
away with Tiger Tank (p. 61). 


For everyone the book moderately funny, for some very 
any standard. His comic methods are, 
himself; then jokes well-known personages, 
movie people, nearly all whom seem 
one time another; jokes about localities, and 
the usual human foible humor. The basic device 
hyperbole exaggeration. temporary Texan, 
illustrate follows: “the most consistent weather 
California has had the past ten years 
whether carry umbrella whether believe the 


Chamber Commerce” (p. 32)! 


The fun clean. the literary mind good bit 
but writing for average people. Even the 
literary can enjoy much it. The illustrations Lew 
Glanzman add interest the book. Unfortunately one, 
page 58, vulgar. The book light 
reading everybody who inclined it. 


Torre, Lillian. Dr. Sam: Johnson, Detector. 
Knopf. Sept. 12, 1946. 257p. $2.75. 


Ordinary every-day criteria cannot applied Dr. Sam: 
Mug, wrought-iron Punch toasting-fork book; 
the Old Curiosity Shop Letters which 
Charles Lamb and Samuel Johnson used haunt their 
own respective periods. However, one’s literary taste 
tuns neon lights and chromium tubing and not 
Imp door-knockers, why, this pastiche John- 
sonian utterance and imagined crime should avoided 
the very plague-which pockmarked the great Lexicog- 
rapher’s face. the other hand, one relishes Chester- 
casuistry and picturesque incident combined with 
atmospheric recreation the age highwaymen, 
canes, good conversation and fine prose, this 
might well come close being the perfect book. 


Miss Torre evidently close well affectionate 
her 18th century decor. Not since C.’s 


ude 


Dr. Johnson has the period been better 
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caught. Her device having the sedulous Boswell serve 
Watson his great friend’s Sherlock Holmes singu- 
larly happy stroke. Each the nine tales successful, 
especially “The Monboddo Ape Boy”, “The Manifesta- 
tions Mincing Lane”, and “The Great Seal England”. 
The present reviewer also sporting Jacobite cockade 
honor “Prince Charlie’s Ruby”; and happy 
announce that “The Stolen Christmas Box” most 
ingenious pantomime, worthy set beside those other 
holiday harlequinades, Conan Doyle’s “Adventure the 
Blue Carbuncle”, and Chesterton’s “Flying Stars”. This 
latter puzzle also contains the most intriguing cipher since 
the Baker Street sleuth broke the famous riddle the 
Dancing Men. 

All all, Dr. Sam: Johnson, Detector belongs that rare 
and well nigh unclassifiable genre, the Christmas gift 
book; but only for the very discerning, although, with rare 
courage, present being distributed 25,000 edi- 
tion juvenile book club. 

Charles Brady, 
Canisius College, 


Buffalo, New York 


Inner Sanctum Mystery---October Selection 


McDougald, Roman. Purgatory Street. Simon and 
Schuster. Oct. 11, 1946. 246p. $2.00. 


The latest trend American Gothic toward the old 
metaphysical puzzle identity, which has intrigued story- 
tellers from the beginning time; Mr. McDougald puts 
his penultimate page, “the riddle human person- 
ality, what made one man really different from others 
when one stripped aside the external appearances life”. 
Mystery writers, like the primitive tellers tales, seem 
have sixth sense for what Jung calls the “archetypes” 
human imaginative experience, those themes which are 
implicated with the very roots the mind that any treat- 
ment them, automatically almost, attended with 
certain degree success. The basic theme this roman 
McDougald ballad motif old Ulysses and Hind 
Horn, and new the adventure the Hindu prince 
confirmed his inheritance British court, who figured 
the news despatches only few weeks back. Here 
question attempted imposture, but the psychological 
interest fundamentally the same whether one at- 
tempting hide old identity counterfeit new one. 
The folk dread personality transformation the fairy 
tale, the theological fear that ultimate deflection the 
personality which damnation, the earthly shrinking 
from insanity sort mask for diabolical chaos, all 
these crawlings the flesh point the one epistemoligical 
what seems? vicarious, but very real, schizophrenic 
horror solipsism become actual flashes into our minds 
read. When will Brahma wake and the dream, 
which warm and pleasant portion, over last? 


The foregoing seems bit portentous, perhaps, when ap- 
plied Mr. McDougald’s unassuming little problem. 
Chan comes back from war, his face altered plastic 
surgery, and, very gradually, his wife, Mona, becomes 
convinced that this not Chan all, but his blacksheep 
brother, Paul, sinister masquerade and even more 
sinister collusion with someone the household. Their 
object: cool $200,000 which, the provisions 
eccentric will, can withdrawn Chan from the Dun- 
can estate one lump. Their method: murder. 
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Chan; then uncle Frederick; next, after unsuccessful 
attempt lawyer Rolfe, most certainly herself. But 
dreadful complication stays her hand from its natural 
course self-defence; she finds herself desperately love 
with the stranger who, she sure, not her husband, but 
has her husband’s eyes. 


The manner the telling shade too diffuse, and the 
pattern, though given new fillip, grows outworn; 
but Mr. McDougald’s denouement both startling and 


acceptable. 
Charles Brady, 
Canisius College, 


Buffalo, New York 


Sanders, George. Stranger Home. Simon and 


Schuster. Aug. 1946. 228p. $2.00. 


This follows the smart pattern expected novels about 
the “typical” Hollywood crowd and decided letdown 
after the author’s first detective story some months back. 
group hard-drinking, wise-cracking and completely 
worthless individuals loll about extravagant sets and 
wonder who attempted kill Michael Vickers little 
Mexican town. Vickers has his own ideas, seizes turn 
each three male acquaintances, but would prefer 
blame his wife. all very tough-fisted and modern— 
bar-room standards. Most the characters speak 
exactly the same language, and therefore difficult 
tell them apart—even one cared to. The blasphemy 
intense; the preoccupation with sex that sheltered 
adolescent discovering “medical” books for the first time. 
The basic situation effective and the technique clever; 
pity that the essential parts the story were not 
treated with the same respect. stands utter 
waste time. 
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